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Golden Doors

Chinese cultural dance opened golden doors of opportunities that have led me to where I

am now. I've been dedicated to Chinese dancing for the last ten years of lny life. In the

meantime, I have encountered many different genres of dance including contemporary, jazz, hip
hop, ballet, and tap. I pedorm at small conrmunity events such as parades, glamorous show
cases, the magical Disneyland, and even out oI the country! Asian Arts has greatly inpacted me

because it is a representatjon of who I am and what I am. Herc I stand today, wilh expeience,

knowledge, and culture.

T'vc been a part ofAATF (Asian Arts Talents Foundation) since I wus eight yea$ old.
Pfactices arc hcld on wcckcnds fbr at least two lrouls. We have !p to thi y performances x year.

Thele were multiple of tines when I lvas givcn a last minlrte routine and I would be expccted to
perfect it al the performance lhe next day. Thc surprises never stop coming; howevcr, it

encourages lne to be a nuch stionger dancer. Evcry yeaf I pafticipatc in compctitions and

conpete with gir lsmyage. Most recen(ly, in Novcmber',  I  placed platinum withapaftncr. And

in Septenber I also paft icipated in Junior's Cot Talent and made it  inlo Top l5 Fjnalisl l  Overal l ,
leaned alnost thirty gold and platinum awufds. Compcti l ion js ! whole new leifning
experience. Observing other extraordinary danccfs engagc in thc samc passion ns minc intr iSlrcs

n]c to lcarn rnorc clr l tural dances.

Chinesc dancing, a unique Jbr,! oI art showed ne the othcr side of the world I never go1

the chance to see. Allhough I can'1 physical ly expeiience (he beaLrl i lul grasslands ir Mongoli ir

or thc peacelul Tibctan h ibes cl imb up the while l l lountains every morning, bnt I can pro[oundly

leel and imagine these sceneries al l  because olChinese dancing. Belore wc start lc{rning

choreography, our teacheN will provide us with background infornration on the rouline.

Knowing thc story behind the dance allows me to better portriiy my character. For inst4nce, as I

represent a waffior ]eaving her family, I express courage and heroic actions throughout the piece.

I'm not simply walking onto a stage with bright shining lights and an'rused audiencc; instead I am
walkiig onto a beat-up battle field with rny mind set to save my country and my people. Alier
all, dancing isn't about doing the movements, buf telling a story tllough each elegant and precise

move.

Folk dancing also gave me the opportuiity to join Mafk Keppel's Dance Team in 201 L

Out of seventy-five students, I was one of the five that made it onto the team. Beiig on the team
gave me the privilege to expand nry expertise in jazz and hip hop. I was chosen as one of the

nine members to compete at Miss Ddll Dance Team USA. In addition, we placed second
intemationally against Japan and many other schools in the United States!

Being involved in dance has also shaped me into a leader. I have always wanted to teach
little kids how to dance. This year, my teachers gave me the oppoftunity. I assist the instructors



and even taught acouple ofclasses myself! Itrainkids between ttre ages bi O-ttl. Working with
little kids helped me determine my dreams for the future. I plan to establish an organization that
train young children with mental disabilities how to dance. As an experienced dancer, I am well
familiar with responsibility, collaboration, dedication, and sacrifice. Having inhe ted these
qualities, it has transformed me into a determined and confident leader in my personal ar1d
academic life as well as in dance.

A11 in all, Asian Afis is a major part of my life. Having over twenty hours of practices at
school per week and running low on sleep due to continuous school work, I still find time to
attend weekend practices and performances. In addition, I find ways to improve my technique
and expard my expertise in even more areas of dance. Although this is my last year on AATF'S
dance team, it is not my last year representing my culture and passion. I am looking forward to
promoting Chinese heritage even in my later years of life. I am very lucky to be active in such a
powedul and inspiring Asian Art. And jt is an honor to spread the knowledge and simple
haDDiness of Chinese cultural dance.


